

















Summary

This mid-course report evaluates the results obtained
within the programme by regrouping them according
to eight distinct themes which are:

- Enhancement of scientific knowledge

— Coral reef ecosystems applied management

— Economic use of reef resource

— Dissemination of knowledge and lessons learned

- Monitoring of coral reef state of health and resource
- Increasing awareness of stakeholders and users

— Creation of institutionnal links and networks

- Training and institutional strengthening

In terms of scientific progress, a report was produced
by the two scientific advisers of the CRISP programme,
online on the Internet site: www.crisponline.net.
Concerning ecosystems applied management, the
CRISP programme either contributed to the set up or the
support of around thirty Marine Protected Areas (MPA),
in 12 different countries, one of which is the worldwide
biggest MPA (460,000 km?) in Phoenix Islands archipela-
go (Kiribati). At the same time, two eco-regional analy-
sis aiming to identify the zones to be protected in prior-
ity, were launched in New Caledonia, French Polynesia
(ongoing) and at a regional scale (ongoing). Two pilot
sites of reef restoration work were created in Motoriki
Island (Fiji) and Funafuti Island (Tuvalu), and a technical
manual on transplant methods was published in part-
nership with a World Bank project. A process of applied
governance was launched in Vanuatu, involving all the
social actors and combining land and marine actions, to
serve as an example for the rest of the Pacific.

The use of reef resource has been supported through
two strong axis of the programme. The first one con-
cerns the installation of alternative sustainable fisheries
markets based on the capture and culture of reef fish
post-larvae (PCC) re-usable for the re-sowing of lagoons,
aqua-farming or else the lucrative aquarium market, as
a supplement to the products originating from the cap-
ture of adult fish. The second one concerns bioprospec-
tion, based on the collect of invertebrates gathered in
the Solomon Islands and Fiji, from which Active Marine
Substances (AMS) with potential therapeutic properties
are extracted. If the programme contributed to isolate
several promising molecules, it also allowed notable
progress in taxonomy with the identification of several
new kinds of seaweeds and the writing of proposals to
modify legal texts in three countries of the Pacific (Solo-
mon Islands, Vanuatu and Fiji), in order to improve the
distribution of the potential benefits generated by this

applied research, knowing that dividends await be-
tween 12 and 15 years, from the date of collect in situ.
The dissemination ofknowledge andlessonslearned
by the programme happened in two ways: through the
participation to international conferences and sympo-
sia, on one hand, and the development of an internet
site, on the other hand.

The year 2007 saw an important recrudescence of sci-
entific communications in scientific symposia world-
wide, from Okinawa (Japan) in June with the Pacific Sci-
ences Congress, to Murcia (Spain) in September, where
was held a European symposium on Marine Protected
Areas, via Naples (Italy) who welcomed the "European
Conference on Marine Natural Products” at about the
same period. In the meantime, the programme coor-
dinator regularly participated to the meetings of ICRI
(International Coral Reef Initiative), where he promoted
CRISP in its “middle-man” role between France and Aus-
tralia during the meeting of January, 2008 in Washing-
ton (USA).

On the internet front, the programme site recorded a
growing interest proportional to the number of prod-
ucts put online.

Monitoring of coral reefs state of health continued
through the support to both nodes, respectively Polyne-
sian and Melanesian, of the global monitoring network
(GCRMN). This support allowed the regular publication
of a newsletter by the University of South Pacific, as well
as several technicians training workshops on underwa-
ter monitoring methods.

Hence, the programme will greatly contribute to the qual-
ity of the information relative to the Pacific, included in
the 2008 synthesis of the manual “Status of coral reefs of
the world” published by the Australian Clive Wilkinson.
In terms of stakeholders and users awareness, the ac-
cent was put on the production of economic data prov-
ing the interest of MPAs as reef ecosystems manage-
ment tools. PROE launched the year of the coral reefs in
the Pacific (PYOR2008), entirely funded by CRISP.

In the institutional links chapter, a Franco-Australian
collaboration materialized through the co-organization
of a forum on coral reef resources sustainable man-
agement, Townsville (Australia), in September 2007, to
which 12 countries of the Pacific participated.
Concerning training and university exchanges, a to-
tal of 28 students, 15 originating from the Pacific and 13
from France, have followed a curriculum leading to a de-
gree since 2005 (4 of whom were PhD thesis).



